


What it is

A national lighting event. And 
much more.



What it is
• One-night, co-ordinated special lighting event nationwide

• Happens through coast-to-coast collaboration
• “Grass-roots” involvement

• No other event quite like it

• But much more than just a one-night awareness event



What it does
• Recognizes NDEAM 

• Spotlights:
• How people who have a disability contribute to businesses and 

communities
• Help companies stay successful and competitive

• Movement that ignites continuing conversation
• Flagship event that unites regional NDEAM campaigns



A brief history

2021 • 300+ locations 
nationwide

• 113 communities
It grew fast. It spread across 
the nation.

2020 • 28 locations 
Ontario-wide

• 16 communities



A brief history

2023
• Almost 700 locations 

nationwide
• Almost 150

communities
It grew fast. It spread across 
the nation.

2022 • 440 locations 
nationwide

• 120 communities



A brief history – BC

2023 • 14 communities
• 117 locationsIt grew fast. It spread across 

the nation.

2022 • 14 communities
• 38 locations



A brief history – BC

It grew fast. It spread across 
the nation.

2024 • 11 communities
• 19 locations 

(as of May 10)

• Including: 
• White Rock – White 

Rock Pier (1st time)
• Ladysmith –

signature signs, town 
hall (1st time)

• Victoria – Legislative 
Assembly (1st time)



Why to get involved
• Businesses/industry awareness about disability talent pool

• Keep the disability inclusion conversation going

• Raise your profile

• Build relationships



Make an 
Impact

More 
Community-
level 
Involvement

Greater 
awareness 
from impact 
& success of

Why to get involved

Light It Up! For NDEAM



How to participate
• Engage with local businesses, Chamber of 

Commerce/BIA and municipality

• Engage with your communities and friends



How to participate

• Submit lighting requests & promote event using full slate 
of resources available (starting June 24)

• Start now!

• Visit odenetwork.com/initiatives/annual-light-it-up-
for-ndeam



Resources

• Light It Up! For NDEAM PR Kit:

• odenetwork.com/initiatives/NDEAM/light-it-up-for-
ndeam-2023

• Materials in English and French 



odenetwork.com/initiatives/annual-light-it-up-for-ndeam

Register for the webinar:



lightitup@odenetwork.com

Questions?


